
 

 

First Grade Prays the Rosary—First grade is learning the Mysteries of the Rosary by 

praying a decade every day during Lent. Each child made their rosaries together 

with their parents at home and now use them during the school day. The class 

participates virtually along with Mother Angelica and the Sisters in her Convent 

which helps them stay on track.  We are grateful to have this opportunity and are 

blessed to be participating during Lent.  

 

Rosaries - Our second graders made forgiveness bracelets. Each color on the bracelet will remind the 

students of how much God loves them and to remember that God will always forgive them. 

 

Prayers for Second Grade as they celebrate their First Reconciliation and First Holy 

Communion– During the Easter season, Archangel Gabriel Parish will be celebrating 

First Holy Communion and first reconciliation. Our students have been working hard in 

their sacramental preparation and are extremely excited to receive these sacraments. 

Recently Father Al had done a mock reconciliation with them to help to prepare and 

Mrs. Orrison had each of them write their sins on a white t-shirt and after they receive 

the sacrament, the shirt will be washed clean representing the students being 

cleansed from their sins.  
 

Penny War Presentation - Sometimes things go even better than expected!  That is exactly 

what happened when Archangel Gabriel Catholic School brought back a fun tradition to 

Catholic Schools Week. Penny Wars is a competition for a purpose where individual 

classrooms compete to collect the most pennies. But it is a little more complex than that 

as they also have daily opportunities when bringing in pennies to lower other classroom 

totals by adding silver coins or even dollars to them which then decreases penny totals. 

There is a lot of strategy involved and of course a lot of fun. Each day the leader board 

shifted and the competition grew. Our Student Council chose Children’s Hospital of 

Pittsburgh Foundation as the beneficiary for this fundraiser so we were thrilled when the 

donation buckets started to overflow. Our top two classrooms were 3A and 8B. The total 

collected was overwhelming at $3,555.50. Nicholas Ewanco, our student council president 

shared “We voted on the best charity to support at this time, and we are excited to be able to 

help those in need at Children’s Hospital. We hope to continue this tradition and give back even 

more.” Not only do the students get to feel great about their contribution to this important 

charity, but there is a little something in it for the top two classrooms, an ice cream sundae bar. 

We presented the check to the foundation on Friday, March 11th at a school-wide assembly. 

Penny Wars were such a success this year because our school worked together for a common 

goal.  We truly can’t believe the outpouring from our students who literally emptied their piggy 

banks to contribute. We are proud of our AGS family and know that there is so much more to 

come! To watch our video log on to: https://vimeo.com/687751034/163eb5dd0f . 

https://vimeo.com/687751034/163eb5dd0f


Kindergarten Resurrection Eggs - Every Lenten season our Kindergarten classrooms learn 

about the events leading up to the Resurrection.  This can be a complicated lesson, 

therefore they create a visual using eggs.  Each shell has a symbol inside that represents 

Jesus’ journey.  We look forward to seeing these in their classrooms as an important part 

of their Lenten journey. 

 

Junior High Quiz Bowl - After a 5 year hiatus, Canevin hosted the 

Junior High Quiz Bowl on Sunday, March 20th and Archangel 

Gabriel Catholic School’s Academic Team was invited to 

compete. The winner of the coveted Crusader Trophy came from 

our school, Team B, who received silver medallions. 

Congratulations to Carter, Vincent, Michael, and Alex who won 1st place and Eve, Nick, 

and Christian who came in 3rd place!  Thank you Mr. Betten for coaching and Bishop 

Canevin High School for hosting. We are extremely proud of your accomplishments! 

 

Student of the Month—Although we realize that this may be the middle of the year but in the spirit of moving our 

school in a positive direction at all times, we are wanting to both implement new, and bring back traditional 

programs that add value. Therefore we have resumed Student of the Month and are inviting the parents of the 

awardees to attend the last Friday of the Month School Mass where we will present them with their certificates. 

Although we may have one per grade each month in subsequent years, for the remainder of this year.  

Our students of the month have been selected by their teachers on the following criteria:  

•Displays excellent character. 

•Shows Honesty and Trustworthiness. 

•Outstanding behavior. 

•Positive attitude towards others/learning. 

•Demonstrates responsibility. 

•Respectful to peers/teachers. 

•Follows classroom/school rules and expectations. 

•Very  good or improving attendance. 

 

Congratulations to our March Students of the Month. Be sure to read all about them in the attachment and also 

on our new Student of the Month Page on our Website!  https://archangelgabrielpgh.org/student-of-the-month . 

 

 

 

4B-Camden Douglass 

5A- Nolan Meyer 

6A- Zachariah Sellman 

6B -Gina Cicchino 

7A- Garrett Vojtecky 

8A - Julia Davoli 

8B- Eve Amendola 

KA- Jazynn Dixon 

KB- Joseph Yurchak 

1A- Olive Boring 

1B- Roza DeCaria 

2A- David Laepple 

3A- Alexandra Mazurek 

3B- Nora Maher 

4A- Vivienne Cavicchia 



 

Phipps Conservatory Fairchild Challenge First Place Winners - AGS entered the Phipps Fairchild 

Challenge. This year’s challenge for middle school students was titled: “Enviro-Engineers”.  In 

this competition, “middle school students were challenged to design an invention that was 

inspired by nature and explain its purpose. They submitted labeled blueprints of their original 

inventions that show what they look like and how it works. Students also submitted a 

description about how the invention’s design was inspired by something in nature. We were 

thoroughly impressed with their thoughtful and elegant designs!” Congratulations to the first place 

winners: Adelina Vattimo and Leo Beadling. 

Adelina’s Nature Frequencies Machine was designed to help people with sensory processing issues 

and was inspired by the many sounds of nature, including thunderstorms and the ocean.   

Leo’s Water Poncho was inspired by the thorny devil lizard and was designed to keep hikers dry 

during the rain while also storing and filtering the rainwater to be used as drinking water. 

Shrek Jr. The Musical - We have been talking about this GIANT musical for awhile 

now and it is getting closer and closer!  Please save the date for this fantastic 

event—May 12-14th.  Our 4th—8th graders have been practicing hard and soon 

you will see the gymnasium transform as we prepare even more for this Oversized 

Ogre event!  Communication has gone out for the Pizza fundraiser and 

opportunities to purchase program advertisements.  Please visit our website for more information and to support our 

musical. 

Congratulations Varsity Cheerleaders—Our Varsity Cheerleaders earned first place in the 

Mother of Mercy Academy competition on Saturday, March 12, 2022 and at the St. 

Louise DeMarillac Competition on March 19th. They not only practiced intensely all year 

but had to brave the terrible snowstorm to compete bright and early at the St. Elizabeth 

gym in Pleasant Hills on the 12th. They were absolutely phenomenal and we are 

extremely proud of their hard work. A special thank you to Mrs. Mattarochia who pours 

her heart and soul into these girls all year long and to Coach Megan for all you do to 

support the team! 

 
Boys Volleyball—The boy’s volleyball team kicked off their season and have a packed 

schedule at our AGS gym for the next couple of weeks before they will be traveling to St. 

James for practice and games. Please join us in wishing them a great season!  

 

Boys JV Soccer—Congratulations to our JV Boys Soccer team who came in first place at the 

tournament at St. James. Thank you to the coaches and families for all of your efforts. We are 

very proud of our team! 

 

Father-Daughter Dance—Our Annual Father Daughter Dance was held on Sunday, March 27th 

in the cafeteria.  Our Noble Knights and Fair Ladies dressed to the nines, danced, enjoyed 

treats, and made fantastic memories.  We are really excited that so many families were able to 

join us this year for this extremely special day for our families.  



AGS Parents, People are Reading and We Need Your Help!  At this time, when enrollment for next year is critical, we 

know how important it is for people to hear positive messages about our school in many different ways. These 

include word of mouth, advertising, reviews, and testimonials. We invite you to review us on Google, Niche, or 

internally through Survey Monkey so that we can best showcase our school.  If you take the time to review our 

school, screengrab the confirmation and we will give you a volunteer hour for your time.  We can’t do it without you 

and truly value each of you. Please contact Susan Kalich with any questions – 

skalich@archangelgabrielpgh.org .Links to the reviews are found on our website at https://archangelgabrielpgh.org/

testimonials. 

 

St. Patrick’s Day  - We certainly are lucky to have the best teachers, students, and 

families here at our school.  On Wednesday, March 17th, along with people all over 

the world we celebrated St. Patrick’s Day.  Students were literally dressed from head 

to toe in their Green.  Teachers were creative with crafts, projects, and activities.  

Dress Code - Reminder that our dress code is changing on April 1st.  On non-Mass 

days, students may wear solid navy uniform shorts. Please follow the uniform guidelines and remember that only 

solid black, brown, navy or white shoes or tennis shoes may be worn, and the only 

sweatshirts that may be worn are the AGS navy pullover or zipped hoodie 

purchased from Pro3.  Please see our uniform page on our website for our full 

uniform policy https://archangelgabrielpgh.org/uniforms.  If you are in need of 

uniforms, please contact Christina Nagel christinanagelhts@gmail.com and turn in 

a request form found on our website at: https://archangelgabrielpgh.org/uniform-

exchange. 
 

Enrollment for the 2022-2023 School Year - By now you have each received your tuition 

packets and the renewal link. Tuition agreements and registration renewal forms are due 

by April 15th. Don’t forget if your child is entering K, 3rd, 6th, or 7th grades, there are 

additional health forms needed. Forms are available on our website at https://

archangelgabrielpgh.org/k-8. 

 

 

 

Thank you to all of those who have made submissions for our April 2022 issue of Knights News!   

If you would like to submit any news articles for upcoming issues of Knights News, please email them to 

Advancement Director, Susan Kalich skalich@archangelgabrielpgh.org by the 15th of the month. 

mailto:skalich@archangelgabrielpgh.org
https://archangelgabrielpgh.org/testimonials
https://archangelgabrielpgh.org/testimonials

